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MANCHESTER AND SALFORD AGM: 
Celebrate our 10th Anniversary. 

Saturday 10th November  
The Edge Theatre and Arts Centre, Manchester Road, Chorlton, Manchester M21 9JY 

Walk at 11 am 12.30 lunch and 1.30 meeting 
Further details to follow. 

 

Socials for the rest of 2018 
Three months left and three socials to go!! 
 
October 16th a visit and tour of the Whitworth Gallery. We've waited a while for this one so really looking 
forward to it. 
November will an Emma Fox special!! The amazing Emma has come up with a 'Manchester Bee' tour… very 
topical, which looks at the history of the bee, architecture and some rooftop hives.  
December...yes it’s the Christmas Social on the 17th, always lots of people getting together for food, drinks and 
of course a quiz!!!! 
More details nearer the time so hopefully there will be something which appeals to you Chris Quinn.  

 
EMAILS FROM THE RAMBLERS If you haven’t yet informed the Ramblers nationally that you want to continue 
getting emails please do so you can get information from this group as well as national office. As you will 
probably know this is due to GDPR. Contact membership@ramblers.zendesk.com 
 
If you do any volunteering for The Ramblers, such as leading walks, path clearing, group officer, committee 
member you should register nationally to get the appropriate emails. If already registered – please be ready to 
review, and update if necessary your profile details in from mid October to the end of November. More details 
from national office in October. Any questions, please contact volunteersupport@ramblers.zendesk.com 
 
OUR NEW WEBSITE If you haven’t already, check it out, with its photo gallery and Mags’ blog. Thanks to Geoff 
for all his hard work on this. http://www.manchesterandsalfordramblers.org.uk 
 
NEW WALKS PROGRAMME is at the end of the newsletter.  Always check website for details and any 
unavoidable changes. New walk leaders always welcome. If you would like to volunteer or find out more contact 
Maggie Smith. There may be some walk leader training available soon in our area. 
 
WORK WITH MANCHESTER AND GREATER MANCHESTER -  BEELINES 
The very first item in Chris Boardman’s, Made to Move strategy was to publish a Greater Manchester wide 
cycling and walking infrastructure plan.  The first part of this work has been launched as “Beelines”. They are a 
set of proposed routes in our neighbourhoods that are safe and attractive. They particularly look for new 
crossing points of busy roads that would encourage people to make walking or cycling the first choice for short 
journeys. Even though this is a Greater Manchester wide proposal, it will be for the individual local councils as 
the highways authority to make to key decisions. 
 
The proposed Beelines have been published on the open data site www.mappinggm.org.uk/beelines  and there 
is the facility to comment in detail on any part of all the proposed routes.   
 
With the knowledge we have as Ramblers we can make informed comments on the proposals and we should 
also follow that up with approaches to local councillors to get their support. It would be really helpful if members 
could consider looking at the sections near where they live. Please either just go on line and have a look 
yourself and make some comments or let us know that you are interested and we will try to arrange for groups 
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of members to walk some of the routes in groups and we can collate any comments and seek to arrange 
meetings with local councillors.  
 
In any case please can you let Alan Manning know if you are interested or have made any comments. Alan has 
been asked by the Area to coordinate on behalf of the Ramblers and he can be contacted by e mail on 
amanning@ntlworld.com or by phone on 0161 861 8390.  
 
Please get in touch with Alan as he is happy to help with on line mapping and with other Area officers to help 
with approaches to local councillors. 
 
GREEN TRAIL 
Following our success in setting up the Salford Trail in partnership with Transport for Greater Manchester 
(TfGM) and Salford City Council, we have begun work on the Manchester Green Trail.  Several years ago, 
Manchester City Council and the Ramblers developed a 40 mile route in a loop around Manchester, linking 
parks and green spaces, along quiet roads and linked by public transport.  The route is divided into 14 short 
walks – some no more than a couple of miles, others up to about 6 miles.   
 
All are accessible by public transport and there are many places during all the walks where walkers can leave 
and get public transport home.  The route information has long been out of date and we have revisited this with 
support from TfGM who have agreed to support it with staff time to redesign the maps.  Members have been 
very involved in checking routes, improving them, identifying where signs are needed and rechecking routes 
after each set of maps is produced.  Manchester City Council are also involved in the redevelopment of the 
Manchester Green Trail.  It is not intended to have lots of leaflets but to have the maps available electronically 
for down load. 
 
Ramblers Area has given us £2000 to develop signage and in time we will be asking members to help us put up 
signs along the streets and in the parks and green spaces which will support the maps in helping walkers find 
their way around this route.  If you would like to get involved and help us check the maps again, and put up 
signs, then please get in touch.  We expect this work will take place over the next six months and then we will 
have a formal relaunch of the trail. Salle Dare 
 
WEEKENDS AWAY  
Our current organiser has decided he can’t do this anymore so we are looking for either a new organizer or a 
small group of members who are willing to do this together. Normally we have a weekend away in April and one 
in October. If you are interested in helping to do this please contact Mags. 
 
VOLUNTEERS FOR PATH-CHECKING  
As a group we aim to inspect all Manchester's Public Footpaths annually. If you would be able to check a few 
footpaths near you or in an area where you like to walk it would be a great help. Some of our current inspectors 
would welcome help with their paths. I'm also looking for somebody who would be willing to do an annual check 
of paths in the Clayton Vale area. Many inspections can be done by bike as well as walking. If you would 
consider helping, get in touch and I'll tell you more, thanks, Maggie Walker (maggiewalker101@gmail.com - 
07947 195875) 
 
FOOTPATH CLEARING VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
The process we have in Manchester is that individual members each take responsibility for inspecting a number 
of footpaths and preparing a report on each one. This flags the need for clearance work and describes what 
would need doing. We have a list of approximately 15 volunteers who have said they would be willing to help, 
although in practice only 5 or 6 are active. Over the summer we have cleared 5 paths that needed attention and 
currently there is only one path outstanding, although we are still awaiting some inspection reports being 
returned. Thanks to all those who have supported the path clearing over the summer. Barry Windle 
 
Path clearing in Salford didn’t start until June this year. The prolonged spell of bad weather was one reason for 
this and the other was a lack of volunteers. Two new volunteers joining the team has helped immensely and we 
are back in business again. So far we have put in 32 hours and worked in 5 different locations. One location, 
being a path near Clifton Junction, which gives access to the River Irwell where the path improvement work is in 
progress. Rob Dean 
 
If you want to volunteer in Manchester or Salford or want to know more please contact Mags. 
 



WALKING ELSEWHERE.   
A Walk on Llanddwyn a small peninsula at the far end of Newborough Beach on the island of Anglesey in North 
Wales. It is most commonly called Llanddwyn Island because stormy weather and high tides, particularly at the 
Equinox can cut it off. I can attest to this, having been stuck on the wrong side unexpectedly and having to 
yomp through a chilly February sea to escape. Not good for the boots.  
 
I can do this walk in one and a half hours if I walk briskly. However, inspecting shells, watching wildlife and 
taking in views i.e. generally dawdling in a pleasurable manner, you can spend hours here. 
 
I have been going on this walk since I was a little girl and love it. Whatever the season, there is always 
something to be seen. In fact, a cold, clear winter's day with the seas pounding on the rocks is probably best of 
all. There are very few people about and it seems that the past is very close as you contemplate the cottages 
and the ruined church. Now it is only populated by animals and birds but remains a special place, of legend, 
peace and solitude. Margaret Squires. 
 
Full article and photos in December email newsletter 
 
The Leeds and Liverpool Canal is the longest canal in the North of England, 127 ¼ miles, as it proudly states on 
the mileposts. From Liverpool to Leeds, as the crow flies, it’s only about 60 miles, so you can see the Canal 
hardly takes a direct line. One reason for this was the expense of building locks and tunnels, it was often 
quicker and cheaper to contour round obstacles. The Pennines being quite an obstacle! Another reason is that 
from its beginning in 1770 the Canal was built in fits and starts, when money became available and if a source 
of income, such as a new coal mine, could be reached. 
 

    
 
I decided that I would like to walk all the Canal and began to plan how I would do this. Starting from Liverpool 
the Canal runs roughly North to Ormskirk, East past Wigan then North and North-East to Skipton before 
heading South-East to Leeds. I split it up into 9 sections averaging 14 miles each. I wasn’t going to do it all as a 
continuous walk, and from my Salford home I could reach the first four sections of the Canal by public transport. 
The other five sections I would do as a continuous walk with my friend Buster, staying in B&Bs. It worked out as 
below. Distances rounded up or down a bit. 
 
1 Liverpool to Lydiate (near Ormskirk)   26km/16 m           12/6/18 
2 Lydiate to Appley Bridg (near Wigan) 25km/15.5m          13/6/18 
3 Appley Bridge to Adlington                 21km/13m             18/6/18 
4 Adlington to Blackburn                       23km/15m              21/6/18 
5 Blackburn to Burnley                          21km/13m              25/6/18 
6 Burnley to Barnoldswick                     24.5km/15.5m        26/6/18 
7 Barnoldswick to Skipton                     22km/13.5m           27/6/18 
8 Skipton to Saltaire                              25km/16m              28/6/18 
9 Saltaire to Leeds                                21km/13m              29/6/18 
 
 
 
1 Having a friend in Ormskirk, I was able to stay overnight and we both got the train to Liverpool in the morning 
and walked to Stanley Dock, the start of the Canal. Then it was a long walk in sunny weather passing 
Litherland, Aintree and Maghull to finish at a nondescript bridge in Lydiate where a taxi whisked us away. 



2 My friend dropped me off back at the bridge and I walked to Burscough Bridge to meet up for a pub lunch. 
Then back on the canal, passing the Rufford branch, going through Parbold to arrive at Appley Bridge where I 
got a train home. 
3 Catching an early train to Appley Bridge, I walked to Wigan Pier where I met up with Peter and Mags from 
Manchester and Salford Ramblers. We walked together up the Wigan flight of 21 locks and passed Haigh Hall 
to Adlington, where we got a train home. 
4 Multiple buses enabled me to get to Adlington and walk to Blackburn. More buses got me home again. 
5 Train to Blackburn with my friend Buster. Then a walk to Burnley, passing the half way point of the Canal. 
Overnight in Burnley. 
6 Back on the Canal and a long, hot walk to Barnoldswick. Feet getting rather sore now! 
7 Taxi from our B&B then a hot walk to Skipton. Feet getting worse! A pub stop helped. 
8 Emergency taping up of feet then we set off. A hot day again but we managed a pub stop or two. 
9 Last day! Feet heavily padded we had another hot walk to Leeds. We felt a sense of achievement when we 
arrived and celebrated with a beer or two. Train back to Manchester. 

                
It was an excellent walk but the weather was scorching, making the stony towpaths really hot. As there were no 
soft grassy bits, our feet really suffered. I’m not sure that I could have managed another day! 
 
RECENT WALKS, PATH WORK & SOCIALS 

   
Etihad circular, Cotton Field, Philips Park. Great walk today along the Ashton and Rochdale canals. Good also 
to meet up again with Anna & Graham whose son Testament wrote the play Black Men Walking. Thanks Steve 

     
A surprisingly varied walk, around and about Manchester city centre. Green spaces, narrow alleys, tunnels and 
canals. Something different around every corner! Well done and many thanks to David for all his research and 
leadership. 
 
Lots of interesting history on the Stockport heritage trail, and we only did a part of it. Who knew there was so 
much to Stockport! Need to go back in the daytime to see the rest and go in some of the buildings. Followed by 
good food and of course a quiz, about hats, what else?! Thanks Chris for another good social. 



     
Sunny walk round the cloughs and parks of Prestwich Thanks Mags and Maggie for leading us, and not too far 
astray 

   
Clayton vale This morning's short walk - supposed to be 4 miles, actually 5 

    
Carers walk 
Stepping Out is a national Ramblers project, funded by The National Lottery, through Sport England. The aim 
being to allow carers to have a lovely day out with fresh air, exercise, lunch and chance to socialise. They can 
also bring the person they care for if they wish. Our group was asked to be involved in the pilot schemes. 
 
Our first carers’ walk in June was a great success. From Salford Art Gallery and Museum café, in Peel Park and 
by the river we had a mile long wheelchair accessible walk and a 3 mile one for those who could manage it.  
We had a big group from Manchester Carers Forum and we hope our next one will include Salford and 
Didsbury Carers. All enjoyed the walk and also finding out about Salford’s gem of an art gallery, museum and 
café that most had never heard of. 
Check out the website for photos, videos and reports of our walk and those in the other areas, Kent, Doncaster 
and Hertfordshire. www.carerssteppingout.co.uk   Follow on Twitter @CarersStepOut 
 

             
Oldham edge evening walk. 
Orange skies and weird sun during our evening walk on Oldham Edge, caused by the moorland fire above 
Stalybridge. We saw a huge plume of smoke at one point, and parts of Oldham and Manchester were thick with 
smoke as we came back on the tram. Lets hope they get it under control soon - such a wonderful area for 
walks. Many thanks to Martin for taking us on one of his magical mystery tours. 
 

http://www.carerssteppingout.co.uk/


 
Ramsbottom  Excellent walk above and around Ramsbottom. Belting weather and Beer at the end to rehydrate. 
Smashing day out. Steam train, lovely views, great company, beer and ice cream. Sad to see moorland fires on 
Winter Hill. Thanks to Margaret for leading. 
 
 

   
White Nancy, Kerridge Ridge and the Dean Valley 
Beautiful weather, splendid views, excellent company and a pub 1/2 way round. Who could ask for more? Well 
done all on a potentially challenging walk on a hot day. Thanks Barry. 
 

         
Piethorne  A select group met up for an enjoyable stroll over the moors near the Piethorne reservoir. Sunny all 
day but a breeze on the tops kept us cool. Thanks to Dave for leading. 
 
 

       
Bramhall  
Despite the forecast we enjoyed plenty of sunshine, the rain conveniently holding off till a few minutes after the 
walk finished. Happy Valley a pleasant surprise, with heron hiding in bull rushes, challenging stepping stones 
(pity Lula the dog couldn't quite manage them). Lovely sitting in the sun at Bramall Hall café. Thanks Richard. 
 



       
Very enjoyable garden party hosted by Dave and Carol, organised by Chris. Quiz on plants, or course! Thanks. 
 

       
Evening Peace and Justice Walk. Many thanks to Mags for leading and being so informative. 
 
 

       
A good day out at Yorkshire Sculpture Park. We did a quick tour of the full park:  highlights being many of Henry 
Moore’s, Andy Goldsworthy and one of Anthony Gormley sculptures; The Coffin Jump, a horse 'jump' inspired 
by the role of women in the First World War.  
 

    
Chiharu Shiota: Beyond Time, amazing paper installation in The Chapel, and Giuseppe Penone: A Tree in the 
Wood – a whole tree sliced in half and laid horizontally. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

   
Oldham to the Velodrome via Park Bridge didn't feel very urban, what with lots of green space, wildflowers and 
blackberries. A welcome cuppa at the Velodrome. Thanks for leading, Liz and Vera - it was great 
 
Kenworthy Woods, Chorlton Water Park and River Mersey. Lovely walk Maggie – thanks. 
 

 
Roe Green circular. An enjoyable walk in sunshine. Lunch by Blackleach reservoir. Thanks Rob. 
 
Path clearing  

                             
Warm work thanks to Margaret, Maggie                    After a long gap Salford's path team is back in action! 
& Barry for sterling work.                                      Clearing the Salford Trail where it leaves the A580 northwards. 
 
 
RAMBLERS WORLDWIDE HOLIDAYS PARTNERSHIP.  
The Ramblers has a three year agreement with them. We will receive a payment for holidays booked by our 
members. If you take a Ramblers Worldwide Holiday tell them you are a member of Manchester and Salford 
Ramblers, quote MR10 
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CURRENT WALKS PROGRAMME 
Please watch the website http://www.manchesterandsalfordramblers.org.uk for any changes to the 
walks programme. For information contact Maggie Smith 07879 465047  Mags Metcalf  07947 864534 
Please bring a packed lunch/drink on walks.  Train times are subject to change - please check.   
 
To comply with GDPR we have to remind members that photos taken on walks may be published in 
newsletters and social media.  
Please inform the walk leader on arrival if you don't want to be in photos. 

Day Date Walk Description 
All walks circular unless 
stated.  Tuesday and 
Saturday walks 5-6 miles if 
length not given.  Monday 
walks 3-4 miles. 

Meeting Place and time.   
Tues & Sat walks start at 10.30 

unless otherwise stated. 
Monday short walks start 11.00 

 

Walk leader and 
contact details 

  2018    

Mon 
 
short 

Oct 
1 

Didsbury area and the River 
Mersey  
11am start 

East Didsbury Metro Angela and Phil 
Featherstone 
07753 682 575 

w/e away 
Sat/Sun 

Oct 
6/7 

Hathersage YH 
Derbyshire 

 See M&S 
Ramblers' website 

Tues Oct 
9 

Stalybridge via Wild Bank Hill 
6miles   1000ft ascent 

Victoria Station10.30 for 10.53 train 
to Stalybridge 

Mgt  Manning  
07786 786 811 

Mon 
 
short 

Oct 
15 

Didsbury's green spaces 
 
11am start 

East Didsbury Metro Brian Candeland 
07814 786 826 

Sat Oct 
27 

Drinkwater Park, Prestwich 
Forest Park, Philips Park, 
River Irwell, Salford side 

Corner of Butterstile Lane and 
Rainsough Brow, Agecroft, Prestwich 
93 bus from stand L, Shudehill 
Parking on Butterstile Lane 

Maggie Smith 
07879 465 047 

Monday 
short 

Nov 
5 

Manchester city centre, 
canals and byways 
11am start 

By Albert's Statue in Albert Square Maggie Smith 
07879 465 047 

Saturday 
AGM 

Nov 
10 

10th anniversary of M&S 
Ramblers.  Short walk 11.00 
Lunch 12.30.  Meeting 1.30 

The Edge Theatre and Arts Centre 
Manchester Rd. Chorlton M21 9JG 
86 bus from Piccadilly Gdns 

Salle Dare 
07523 871 475 

Tuesday Nov  
13 

Peel Park to Weaste 
Cemetery and back via Buile 
Hill Park 

Salford Museum and Art Gallery, 
Peel Park, The Crescent, Salford. 
36,37,38  Piccadilly Gdns: V1,V2 
from MRI: 100,8,67 from Shudehill or 
Victoria Station 

Mags Metcalf 
07947 864 534 

Monday 
short 

Nov 
19 

Geology walk.  A look at 
buildings and structures in 
town   11am start 

By Albert's Statue in Albert Square Pia Feig 
07745 242 012 

Saturday 
 

Nov 
24 

Marple and Etherow Country 
Park 

Piccadilly at 10.40 for 10.49 train to 
Marple or Marple Station at 11.10 

Margaret Manning  
07786 786 811 

Monday 
short 

Dec 
3 

Part of the Manchester Green 
Trail.  Parks in central 
Manchester  11am start  

Cafe in Alexandra Park, Princess Rd, 
Manchester  
Bus 101, 102, 103 from Piccadilly 

Liz Jones, Vera 
Curtin 
07503 214 355 

 
 

Tuesday Dec 
11 

Annual Tandle Hill Christmas 
Walk, Chadderton and 
Oldham 

10.00 at Victoria Train Station for 
10.09 train to Mills Hill Station.  
Arrives 10.20 
Parking near Mills Hill Station 

Chris Quinn 
07791 452 798 

Monday 
short 

Dec 
17 

Parks in central Manchester 
 
11am start 
 

Cafe in Alexandra Park, Princess Rd, 
Manchester 
Bus 101, 102, 103 from Piccadilly 

Liz Jones, 
Margaret Squires  
07503 214 355 

Wed. 
Boxing 
Day 

Dec 
26 

Short walk round Heaton 
Park area. Pub afterwards. 
12pm start  

Heaton Park Metro Station Richard Cleverley 
07593 077 422 

Saturday Dec 
29 

Clifton Country Park, Ringley, 
Outwood, Hurst Wood, via 
looplines and River Irwell 

Clifton Country Park, Visitor Centre, 
Clifton House Rd  M27 6NG 
Bus no.8 from Shudehill or Victoria, 2 
from Trafford Centre 
 

Maggie Smith 
07879 465 047 

http://www.manchesterandsalfordramblers.org.uk/


 2019 Walk Description Meeting Place  Walk leader and 
contact details 

Monday 
short 

Jan 
7 

Parks and Lower Irwell Valley 
open spaces 
 
11am start 

Irlams o' th' Height, Aldi carpark 
Bus 8 from Shudehill or Victoria. 
36,37,38 from Piccadilly Gdns 
 

Peter Matthews 
07914 640 293 

Tuesday Jan 
8 

Section of the Manchester 
Green Trail at Clayton Vale 
 

Etihad Metro Station John Melia 
07840 176905 

Monday 
short 

Jan 
21 

Parks and open spaces at 
the Height, Salford 
 
11am start 
 

Irlams o' th' Height, Aldi carpark 
 
Bus 8 from Shudehill or Victoria 
36,37,38 from Piccadilly Gdns 

Peter Matthews 
07914 640 293 

Saturday Jan 
26 

Knutsford, Tatton Park Piccadilly Station at 10.30 for 10.41     
train or Knutsford Station at 11.29 
 

Margaret Manning  
07786 786 811 

Monday 
short 

Feb 
4 

Canal walk towards Sale 
11am start   
 LINEAR 

Stretford Metro Station 
Return from Navigation Road Metro 
Station 
 

Barry Windle 
07952 860 747 

Tuesday Feb 
12 

Section of The Salford Trail 
and Clifton Country Park 

St Anne's Church, Clifton, adjacent to 
J 16 of M62 
Bus 8 from Shudehill or Victoria 
 

David Yates 
789 5209 

Monday 
short 

Feb 
18 

Canal walk to Manchester, 
Deansgate 
11am start    
LINEAR  
 

Stretford Metro Station 
Return from Manchester centre 

Barry Windle 
07952 860 747 

Saturday Feb 
23 

Altrincham to Dunham along 
the Bridgewater Canal and 
Transpennine Trail 
 

Navigation Rd Metro Station, Sale Pat Williamson 
07596 446 838 

Monday 
short 

March 
4 

Rochdale area 
Hollingworth Lake 
 
11am start 

Victoria Station at10.20 for 10.37 
(Leeds) train to Smithy Bridge Station 
arriving 10.55  

Steve Saxton 
860 7857 

Tuesday March 
12 

Manchester, Bolton and Bury 
canal and Radcliffe area 
 

Radcliffe Metro Station Kevin Murphy 
07852 113 971 

Saturday 
Area 
AGM 

March 
16 

Walk round town including 
Spinningfields   
 
11am start         

Walk - Victoria Station map 
Area AGM - 2pm at the Unitarian 
church, Cross St, Manchester 

Mags Metcalf 
07947 864 534 

Monday 
short 

March 
18 

Rochdale area 
 
11am start 

Victoria Station at 10.20 for 10.37 
(Leeds) train to Smithy Bridge Station 
arriving 10.55 
 

Steve Saxton 
860 7857 

Saturday 
 

March 
30 

Godley and Werneth Low 
circular 

Piccadilly at 10.15 for train at 10.29 
to Godley Station  or meet at Godley 
Station at 10.45 
 

Bob Lenihan 
07704 671 664 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 

Committee  Committee  

Position, Name,  e-mail Phone Position, Name,   e-mail Phone 

Chair: Salle Dare  
salle_e_dare@yahoo.co.uk 

07523871475 Footpath Officer :Richard 
Cleverley 
rwcleverley@googlemail.com  

07593077422 

Secretary: Mags Metcalf   
sec.mandsramblers@gmail.com 

839 3865 Website Administrator: 
Geoff Jones 
web.mandsramblers@gmail.com 

01942 
604262 
07801261571 
 

Treasurer: Sean Dunne 
sean.a.dunne@btinternet.com 
 

 Newsletter Editor: 
Margaret Manning 
mmanning@ntlworld.com 

861 8390 

Walks Co-ordinator:  
Maggie Smith  
maggie.smith400@btinternet.com 

794 3565 Social Secretary : 
Chris Quinn 
c20kew@googlemail.com 

633 9167 

Membership Secretary & 
Publicity Officer : Bob Lenihan 
r.lenihan@ntlworld.com 
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