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MANCHESTER AND 

SALFORD  
Newsletter and Walks 
No 35 February 2018 

Manchester and Salford 
Local Group  

(M & S Ramblers) 

 

Greater Manchester and High Peak Area AGM  
Saturday 24th March 2pm 

Hot drinks from 1pm 
Methodist Central Hall, Oldham St M1 1JQ 

 
Walk before, meet 11.30 Manchester Cathedral 

More details in walks programme. 

 

SOCIALS  
In the mix for this year we have the Scuttlers Tour which is going to be rearranged, a summer evening social to 
Stockport which will include a guided walk of places of interest, a meal, drinks and of course a quiz.  
A social/ walk to Yorkshire Sculpture Park in the Summer, see walks programme. Other socials for this year 
which we have yet to confirm are the Moravian Centre, and others suggested by some of our members. 
We have however already confirmed the date and booked our annual Christmas Social on the 17th December 
2018!!  More details from Chris Quinn 

 
NEW WALKS PROGRAMME at end of newsletter. We have included an extra Monday walk per month, as well 
as extra Saturday and evening walks for the summer. Always check website for details and any unavoidable 
changes. 
 
Manchester Histories Festival Sunday 10 June. 
Manchester Central Library. Volunteers needed to help with stall. Contact Mags. 
 
Manchester Green Corridor .The loop around Manchester, connecting green spaces, which we developed 10 
years ago is now being updated. We are working with TfGM and Manchester Council to redo the 14 leaflets and 
maps. When finalised, hopefully by the summer, it will be available to all on Ramblers Routes, though some 
sections are more than 3 miles, which is usually the limit for non members.  
 
WALKING ELSEWHERE.  The Faroe Islands are a group of 18 major islands in the North Atlantic Ocean, 
about halfway between Iceland and Norway. However their closest neighbours are in the Orkney and Shetland 
Isles. There are limited options for travelling from the UK to the Faroes, with the only direct flight being from 
Edinburgh – but an interesting city to visit on the journey. The only airport is on the island of Vagar, one of the 
largest islands on the west of the group. The airport was built by the occupying British troops in the Second 
World War – and it was wet and the cloud was low as we arrived for our trip.   
 

                 
Vatnid – the largest lake on the Faroes                             The Bosdalafossur waterfall 
 
We were planning day walks from three bases using public transport and were staying first in the Giljanes 
hostel, just outside the village of Midvagur. Our first walk took us through the village and over a moorland 



shoulder and down to the banks of Vatnid – the largest lake on the Faroes. We followed the path south and 
heard snipe and saw a lot of whimbrel wheeling above. We were actually heading for the coast and climbed to 
the top of a sea cliff with pounding waves over 450 ft below and a powerful view to rocky islets to the south, we 
climbed along the edge until we could look down as the lake emptied into the ocean in a powerful waterfall – the 
Bosdalafossur- over the dark rock cliffs. We worked a way down to the water side to peer over the edge, before 
walking back along the lakeside, over the moorland and back through the village. The following day was wet so 
we had a short walk around the bay to a fine rock pinnacle – known as the Troll Finger. 
 
We moved on, transferring to the small town of Klaksvik on the island of Borday up in the north east of the 
archipelago – all the main islands are connected by bridges, causeways or tunnels with ferries linking the 
smaller ones. So our bus journey across was relatively straight forward. 
 

  
Klaksvik                                            The island of Kunoy and behind and the long slender island of Kalsoy 
 
Klaksvik is clustered round the old harbour at the end of a short fjord from the north. It is surrounded by the 
characteristic steep slopes of green hills sides ringed with bands of rock outcrops and a longer fjord runs from 
the south of the town.  
Our first walk took us up a good track on the western side of the fjord, climbing steadily to a windy col and then 
up into the cloud on a narrowing ridge as we headed for the summit of Klakkur – a modest top that rises straight 
from the sea to just over 1350’. The cloud was thinning, disappointingly what seemed to be a further top came 
into view some distance away, but we realised we were in fact at our summit and what we were looking at was 
the conical hill at the southern end of the long thin island just across the sound to the north. The dramatic ridge 
dropped down to the sea below us to the long expanse of the Kalsoyfjord and the steep, steep rocks of Nakki 
on the island of Kunoy less than a mile across the water. We eventually began to retrace our steps, and as we 
came down had fine views across to the west and the long slender but steep sided island of Kalsoy to the north 
west and across the main channel to the inhabited island of Eysturoy.  
 
Next day we explored the east side of the fjord from the little town, climbing and traversing steeply round the hill 
side. We came across a female golden plover anxious to guide us away from her fledglings, whimbrel also 
called and flew overhead. We climbed up to a rocky col with fine views down to the hamlet of Arnafjordur at the 
head of the fjord of the same name. At the valley head to the north is a natural amphitheatre which was once 
the venue for the annual meetings of the Katlarnir, the ancient Parliament of the Viking Northern Islands. We 
enjoyed the views for a while before retracing our steps back to Klaksvik in bright sunshine and our 
accommodation for the night. 

    
Arnafjordur                 The island of Vagar in the distance from the west of Streymoy 
The next day we travelled south to Torshavn, the capital of the Faroes on the island of Streymoy. It is a town of 
20,000 people, rather than a big city. It was nice to explore its old traditional centre and attractions and we also 
took advantage of the free local buses to ride out to the edge of the town for a walk.  



 
The bus driver insisted on taking us to the very start of the footpath that lead down over a stream and then up 
onto an open moorland shoulder beneath a clear blue sky. We had growing views, across the water to steep 
sided rocky topped islands, we could also see to the north the cliffs of Vagar where we had our first walk. We 
saw golden plover again, and as we retraced our steps a ringed plover and more whimbrel. This had been a 
fine walk and a fitting last day on the Faroe. That evening we boarded the well-appointed ferry for an overnight 
sailing to Seydisfjordur (Location of TV series Trapped) on the east coast of Iceland to continue our holiday. 
Alan Manning. 
 
RECENT LOCAL WALKS & SOCIALS 

     
Tandle Hill another good festive walk in the snow. Good views. Thanks to Chris for the mulled wine  
and mince pies and your hard work all year. 

    
A select group were led by Geoff on a walk around the Ellenbrook area. The mist made it very atmospheric with 
the "V" buses materialising magically on the guided busway! 
 
Another excellent Christmas Social.  
First mulled wine in the Christmas Market. Then meal and quiz. 

      
Sorry for the strange light in the photo                           The quiz teams in the pub    

      



     The winners are... along with ace quiz mistress Chris 

Boxing Day Walk Fun following clues around Heaton Park, like 'turn up the 
temperature for everyone' for 'Heaton Hall', well done Maggie S! 

First walk of the New Year. Wonderful but chilly City Centre walk ably led by Salle. Interesting back story to the 
historic buildings of Manchester - Victoria Station, Corn Exchange, John Rylands Library, Abraham Lincoln 
statue, Town Hall and more. Great walk! Oh and warming coffee afterwards at Home! 



Rob on ‘Peter’s’ stile   Worsley Old Hall  Booth’s Hall, Boothstown 

Wardley to Worsley Good 'Load of Old Halls', and plenty of woodland, today from Wardley to Worsley, ably led 
by Rob, with lots of local information and history. Booth’s Hall is older than it looks.  Made good use of stile built 
by our member Peter Matthews and sections of the Salford Trail 

Bridgewater Hall  An interesting tour behind the scenes at Manchester's Bridgewater Hall. A fascinating building 
inside and out. Amazing construction including huge springs to stop vibrations, pillars the height of the building 
which is ‘hung’ from them. Thanks Chris for organising. 

Worsley A great short walk around this lovely area and 
looplines. Good to see new people there. Thanks 
Veronica. 



Bury Circular An enjoyable tramp though rather muddy in places. Some of it was along the Irwell Sculpture 
Trail. A cheerful group in spite of the dull and damp weather (and the mud). Thanks Salle. Some of us had a 
nice drink in the Trackside pub afterwards. 

Please let Mags have your email, if she hasn’t got it, so you can receive more regular information and 
newsletters with photos. 

Ramblers Worldwide Holidays Partnership The Ramblers has a three year agreement with Ramblers 
Worldwide Holidays. We will receive a payment for holidays booked by our members. So don’t forget if you take 
a Ramblers Worldwide Holiday tell them you are a member of Manchester and Salford Ramblers, quote MR10 

OTHER WALKING GROUPS WHO ARE PART OF THE RAMBLERS 
The Manchester Weekend Walkers is a walking group that provides regular walks, socials and weekends 
away. The group is primarily for people of working age who enjoy walking at the weekend. As there is already a 
group for people in their 20s and 30s in Greater Manchester, we expect our membership to be mainly made up 
of people in their 40s and older but we welcome people of any age!  http://www.mwwalkers.org.uk/home.htm 

If in your 20s and 30s longer walks run by the Manchester and District walkers (MAD walkers) for people who 
live in and around the Greater Manchester area http://www.madwalkers.org.uk 
Longer walks in Area programme: http://www.manchester-ramblers.org.uk 

Members can also go on walks with any other local group see their website links on Area website. 
http://www.manchester-ramblers.org.uk/ 

Also see our webpage on the National Website for walks and other information 
http://www.ramblers.org.uk/go-walking/group-finder/areas/greater-manchester-and-high-
peak/groups/manchester-and-salford-ramblers.aspx 

Committee -  Position, Name,   e-mail Phone 

Chair: Salle Dare 
salle_e_dare@yahoo.co.uk 

0752387 
1475 

Secretary: Mags Metcalf 
sec.mandsramblers@gmail.com 

839 3865 

Treasurer: Sean Dunne 
sean.a.dunne@btinternet.com 

Walk Co-ordinator: Maggie Smith 
maggie.smith400@btinternet.com 

794 3565 

Membership Secretary & Publicity 
Officer : Bob Lenihan 

r.lenihan@ntlworld.com

Footpath Officer Manchester 
Richard Cleverley 
rwcleverley@googlemail.com  

0759307 
7422 

Website Administrator 
Geoff Jones 
web.mandsramblers@gmail.com 

01942 
604262 

Newsletter Editor Margaret Manning 
mmanning@ntlworld.com 861 8390 

Social Secretary Chris Quinn 
c20kew@googlemail.com 633 9167 
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